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BREMERTON â€” Leavell it is.

Acting Bremerton Superintendent Aaron Leavell was offered the position on a
permanent basis by a unanimous School Board that cited his qualifications,
community consensus and the need for a seamless transition.

Leavell, 41, has filled in since Aug. 31 for former Superintendent Flip Herndon, now
with the Seattle School District.

â€œIâ€™m elated. Itâ€™s a very exciting time for me and the Bremerton School
District,â€ Leavell said. â€œIâ€™m kind of speechless right now. Itâ€™s both an
honor and a privilege to have the School Board arrive at this decision.â€

Herndon announced his departure in mid-August, leaving the board little time before
school to plan for his replacement.

Board member Dave Boynton cited the districtâ€™s upcoming renewal of its
maintenance and operations levy as part of the case for quickly filling the position. He
said Leavell, who served as assistant superintendent under Herndon, would provide
continuity.

â€œWe need to make a very quick and decisive decision and move in the direction
we have been continuing to go,â€ Boynton said.

But expediency alone didnâ€™t drive the board. The consensus at a community
forum last week was that Leavell â€” who started as a teacher in the district in 1997
and worked his way up in administrative positions â€” was best qualified for the job.
Leavell spent three years as secondary education director for the North Kitsap School
District before returning to Bremerton as assistant superintendent in 2012. Several at
the forum said conducting a formal search given Leavellâ€™s availability would be a
waste of the districtâ€™s money.

Board member Dave Rubie said the feedback he got at the meeting mirrored that of
the many emails he received and comments he heard out in the community from
parents and other â€œstakeholders.â€ The message was clear: Hire from within.

â€œTo me it was very overwhelming,â€ Rubie said, before the vote. â€œI really
wanted to make sure we were following the process correctly and that we were
listening to all sides and all positions.â€
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Rubie also was concerned about the cost of a search. The firm hired to conduct the
superintendent search in 2009, when Herndon was hired, was initially contracted for
$15,500 plus expenses to conduct the search.

Board member Ken Watkins praised Leavell and welcomed him to the job.

â€œI knew that you were a capable person. I have full trust you will lead the district in
the direction we want to go,â€ Watkins said.

â€œWe had a very easy and logical decision to make,â€ said Boynton, who
encouraged Leavell to quickly look toward filling the void left by his promotion.

Leavell later said that would be his immediate priority. Beyond that he will focus on
the levy, the new Common Core State Standards for teaching and learning and the
stateâ€™s new method for evaluating teachers and principals, TPEP.

Leavell said the boardâ€™s choice reflected a momentum within the district and in
the Bremerton community that began under Herndonâ€™s leadership.

â€œI think itâ€™s a strong vote of confidence in the entire district and the direction
weâ€™ve been going right now,â€ Leavell said. â€œI think itâ€™s a nod of approval
for us to continue to move onward and upward.â€

Leavell was born in Bremerton and raised in Central Kitsap, graduating in 1990 from
Central Kitsap High School. He joined the district in 1997 as a social studies teacher
and coach at Bremerton Junior High School. In 2004, he became assistant principal
of Bremerton High School and a year later, its principal. His peers voted him
Washington State Principal of the year in 2009.

Leavell and the board still must negotiate terms of his contract, including salary and
benefits. Herndonâ€™s most recent salary was $139,733. The board is expected to
make the appointment official at its regular meeting Thursday.
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